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MEDIA RELEASE – July 13, 2009

To: All media: print, broadcast and web  


For immediate release

For more information or to arrange for coverage and interviews:
Call Sister Constance Carolyn, LSP

Office: 410-744-9367 Cell: 410-262-7514 

Email: serenity@littlesistersofthepoor.org

SAINT JEANNE JUGAN: TELL ALL ABOUT IT

On Oct. 11, Jeanne Jugan, foundress and first Little Sister of the Poor, will be canonized a Saint by Pope Benedict XVI. 

Jeanne Jugan has been called a “saint for old age and every age.” Jeanne Jugan gave herself entirely to the elderly poor. As our aging population continues to grow and dignity at the end of life is increasingly threatened, Jeanne Jugan is a friend and patron of the elderly. She is a Saint for old age.

The religious order she founded, the Little Sisters of the Poor, serve in 30 homes for the elderly in the United States. These religious women carry on the holy legacy of St. Jeanne Jugan, provide a necessary service. 

The canonization of Jeanne Jugan and the work of the Little Sisters of the Poor is an important story for the aging population here in the United States. 

The Little Sisters of the Poor, who still use the “begging basket” as a primary means of financial support, have demonstrated the skill of running homes for the elderly. The Little Sisters provide care for the elderly and the dying around the world. There are currently about 2,700 Little Sisters world wide and they serve over 13,000 elderly Residents in 202 homes in 32 countries.

The story of the Canonization of Jeanne Jugan has relevance as:

· a celebration of a saintly life

· a call to provide dignity to all, even those at the end of life in very difficult circumstances both physically and financially

· a unique model of health care" delivery through which a group of dedicated women is able to fulfill their mission in challenging economic times
· a vocation story of young women willing to give the best of their youth for the elderly and the Church.

You are invited to consider coverage of this important event. Please review the media kit. You will find local connections, trend story opportunities and information about the events in the Vatican.
More information about the canonization of Jeanne Jugan and the Little Sisters of the Poor can be found at www.littlesistersofthepoor.org.

FACT SHEET #1

The Canonization Events

MEDIA RELEASE – July 26, 2009

To: All media: print, broadcast and web  


For immediate release

For more information or to arrange for coverage and interviews:
Call Sister Constance Carolyn, LSP

Office: 410-744-9367 Cell: 410-262-7514 

Email: serenity@littlesistersofthepoor.org

Members of the media may consider doing a story on the Little Sisters and elderly Residents who will be part of the delegation. Also, interviews from Rome can be arranged.

Celebrations are planned in all of the Little Sisters’ homes in the United States during the canonization celebration and afterwards. A list of celebration events is being updated, at www.littlesistersofthepoor.org, as plans develop.
CANONIZATION IN ROME

SAINT JEANNE JUGAN

The Little Sisters of the Poor, along with their supporters, will be joyously participating in the canonization events at the Vatican, where they hope that Pope Benedict XVI will name Jeanne Jugan a patron of the elderly, during a canonization ceremony at St. Peter’s Basilica, Sunday, Oct. 11.

The Little Sisters, who operate 30 homes for the elderly in the United States, will be taking at least one Resident from each home to Rome for the festivities. 

A total of about 4,000 Sisters, Residents, friends, supporters and benefactors are expected to participate in the Jeanne Jugan delegation.

Preceding the canonization, the Little Sisters of the Poor delegation will participate in guided tours of Rome and a visit to the Little Sisters’ home for the elderly there.

The schedule for the events in Rome follows:

Saturday, October 10 
In the evening prayer vigils will be held in various places in Rome for the pilgrims to prepare for the canonization celebration. Vigils will also be held in Little Sisters’ homes around the world that evening.

Sunday, October 11
9:30 a.m., Celebration of the Canonization of Jeanne Jugan, and four others in St. Peter’s Square in Rome, celebrated by Pope Benedict XVI. The Little Sisters delegation will number over 4,000. Priest friends from around the world have been asked to help distribute Communion.


The Mass will be televised live by EWTN and many of Little Sisters of the Poor communities in the United States plan to watch it live, beginning at 4 a.m. (E.S.T.).


Afternoon in Rome: Bus tour

Monday, October 12
Audience with Pope Benedict XVI in the morning.


3:30 p.m. Mass of Thanksgiving in the Basilica of St Mary Major. The Glenn Mohr Chorale from Floral Park (Queens), New York is scheduled to sing at the Mass.

Tuesday, October 13
Mass in Basilica of St. John Lateran in the morning.


Tours in the afternoon

Wednesday, October 14
Departures from Rome

FACT SHEET # 2
Why America needs a Saint for Old Age

American society is tragically unprepared for the aging of our population:

· By 2030 1 in 5 Americans will be elderly.

· We are already experiencing critical shortages of geriatric-trained caregivers and the situation promises to get worse. Today there are only 7,345 certified geriatricians in the United States. By 2030 there will be only 8,000, despite the fact that 36,000 will be needed to care for America’s senior citizens.

· 89% of Baby Boomers surveyed wish to spend their last years at home rather than in an institution – but with fewer adult children, families geographically dispersed and the lack of available in-home care, this may be impossible for most Americans.

· Today over 1.3 million people 65 years and older live in homes for the elderly. This number will no doubt increase as Baby Boomers age.

· Over 20% of older Americans die in homes for the elderly and over 30% of all persons who die in hospitals have been transferred there from homes for the elderly. 

· Many of those who die in institutions die alone.

· Assisted suicide is already legal in two states. Advocates for the elderly and disabled fear that what is perceived by some as a personal right could eventually become an expectation for those considered a burden to society.

· Women outlive men by an average of 13–14 years. Elderly women, especially those who are single or widowed, are particularly vulnerable to poverty and various forms of abuse.

The Little Sisters desire that no one die alone. The dying are accompanied around the clock and surrounded with prayer and delicate attentions. 

The elderly need a patron, an advocate and friend. With her canonization, Jeanne Jugan promises to be their heavenly patron and advocate!

Today, in 32 countries around the world, the Little Sisters of the Poor offer hospitality to the needy aged and care for them in an atmosphere of dignity and respect.

The Little Sisters’ homes are places where life is celebrated and lived to the full as long as possible.

The care of the dying has always been the summit of the Little Sisters’ apostolate and it is an ever more powerful witness of the culture of life. By the look in his eyes or by the silence of his whole being, the elderly person who is near death asks us this question: “Does my life still have any value? Is it worth living?” To each person the Little Sisters respond with a resounding yes!
This is the legacy of St. Jeanne Jugan. As our society continues to age and the dignity of the elderly is increasingly threatened, her spirit and work are needed today more than ever.

FACT SHEET #3
The Little Sisters of the Poor Today

As Little Sisters of the Poor we care for the elderly poor in the spirit of humble service we have received from Jeanne Jugan. We welcome the elderly as we would Jesus Christ himself and serve them with love and respect until death. 






(from Little Sisters of the Poor Mission Statement)

Today, the Little Sisters of the Poor continue the mission of Jeanne Jugan:

· They welcome, comfort, care for and accompany, until the end of their lives, the elderly whom God has placed on their path. They accomplish this with great respect for life, their family, their convictions, in collaboration with paid personnel, the members of the Association Jeanne Jugan and volunteers.

· They do this in response to the call of Christ who consecrates them in his love through the vows of chastity, poverty, obedience and hospitality for the joyful service of the elderly, within international fraternal communities.

· The commitment of the Little Sisters is founded on and nourished by the spirit of the Beatitudes. They strive to live it in humility, simplicity, unconditional confidence in the goodness of God, which is expressed – like in the beginnings – by fidelity to the collecting, since God has confided each one to the love of all.

· The Congregation, which is missionary, sees in the expansion of its apostolate to the ends of the earth a grace of renewal and a source of vitality.

Today, the Congregation of the Little Sisters of the Poor numbers:

· 2,700 Little Sisters, including 60 novices

· 202 homes welcoming 13,232 Residents in 32 countries

· 2,065 Members of the Association Jeanne Jugan (Lay associates).

· There are 31 homes in North America.
Presence around the world:

· North America: USA – Canada 

· Africa: Algeria – Benin – Republic of the Congo – Kenya - Nigeria

· South America: Argentina – Chile – Colombia – Peru

· Asia

Hong Kong – India - Malaysia – Philippines – 

South Korea – Sri Lanka – Taiwan – Turkey

· Europe

Belgium – England – France – Ireland – Italy – Malta – Portugal – 


Scotland – Spain

· Oceania
Australia – New Caledonia – New Zealand – Western Samoa

Where the Little Sisters of the Poor serve in the United States
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Just as Jeanne Jugan did, The Little Sisters today rely on God’s Providence – manifested through the generosity of good people in the community – for the survival of their mission.

FACT SHEET #4

An interview with Mother General Celine de la Visitation

THE CELEBRATION. Jeanne Jugan is being canonized a saint, by Pope Benedict on Oct. 11, how are the Little Sisters celebrating?

In great joy and thanksgiving, to see Jeanne Jugan at last emerging from the shadows where she had been hidden for so many years.

As you know, a delegation of Little Sisters, Residents, friends, benefactors from each home of the Congregation will be present in Rome for the ceremony, as well as a group of young women interested in our apostolate.

Besides that, the homes in each diocese are organizing a solemn Mass of Thanksgiving, either in the cathedral or one of the principal churches. There will also be a festive Mass in the home itself, to enable all – even the infirm – to participate.

THE MEANING. Jeanne Jugan’s Canonization is for the entire world but it’s an especially important event for the Little Sisters. What does the canonization mean to the Little Sisters of the Poor?
For us, Little Sisters, it means that the seal of the Church is placed on her charism of hospitality, as also on her message to each Little Sister of “littleness” and of confidence in God’s loving care. It reminds us that, like Jeanne Jugan “we are only the instruments of his work” and that it is only by “continuing” Sr. Mary of the Cross that we shall assure the preservation and the fruitfulness of the Congregation.

PERSONAL OBSERVATION. You participated in the Beatification ceremony and now you will be part of the Canonization. Would you be willing to share a personal view of these events and what they have meant to you?
The Beatification left so many impressions that it would be hard to single out any one in particular. However, perhaps I could say that the sight of so many Little Sisters and Residents from all over the world, united together as one large family, was impressive. This was doubly so during the Audience that His Holiness John Paul II accorded us the day after the Beatification ceremony: Little Sisters and Residents dotted here and there in the audience hall – not in two separate groups – was, unintentionally, a witness to the family spirit inherited from our Foundress.

Besides that, of course, there was (and will be again) the joy of seeing Jeanne Jugan regaining her rightful place as Foundress, the confirmation of her charism, etc. Also, an immense gratitude to all those benefactors and friends who have collaborated to make this international pilgrimage possible.

OUTREACH. What would you like this canonization moment mean to people who are not part of the Little Sisters family and supporters?
No doubt, the ceremony in itself will mean little to those who will view it simply as an event within the Catholic Church.

It is up to us to furnish (or to have already furnished) sufficient relevant information to all those who will be commenting on the event – in other words, to the media. We would hope that it would highlight the value of advancing age, the contribution that the elderly can make to society through the wisdom and experience acquired throughout their life, and especially by means of intergenerational encounters.
We would hope that it will further the cause of respect for life, when the aged are loved, surrounded with care, and never left alone in their last moments.

Hopefully, it will also focus attention on the evangelical virtue of fraternal charity, as well as the solidarity of those with little or no faith, yet who contribute to the welfare of their fellow men.

HOSTING RESIDENTS. In addition to Little Sisters and benefactors, the Little Sisters are taking at least one Resident from each of their homes to the Canonization in Rome. What is the meaning of that?
This seems to me to be so obvious that it is hard to put into words! Jeanne Jugan wanted each of our homes to be a family, uniting Little Sisters and Aged. We are at their disposition at all times. For us, it would be like a negation of that family spirit to journey to Rome alone for such an occasion.

Each home has been organizing simple fund raising events to finance the journey for those Residents who are the representatives of the others, and to pay for the Little Sisters’ fare also. We have seen so many acts of generosity in this regard, both by benefactors and by Residents unable to go themselves but who wish to contribute towards the fare of their companions.

Let me add that each home is arranging, according to possibilities, means of enabling the remainder of the Residents to view the Canonization ceremony by television. That may mean altering schedules, obtaining larger sized T.V. screens and, in some countries recording transmissions because of the time difference but the utmost is being done so that all may benefit.

MESSAGE FOR THE AGING. The work of the Little Sisters has important messages for our society today, especially its aging population. How can this canonization be helpful to promote a more Christian understanding of what are generally referred to as “end of life issues?”
Many saints of the Church have died young. Such was not the case for Jeanne Jugan. Her canonization highlights the fact that she had the charism both of detecting the needs of the elderly poor and setting out to meet them, and of later experiencing in her own being the dependence, the solitude, and the feeling of being overlooked that can come with old age. She has a lot to impart to our society, if it is willing to take notice.

The insights that she had into the needs and aspirations of the elderly at the time she first formed her “little family” have not changed or lessened – recognition of their dignity, of their desire to be respected and esteemed, to feel useful; an apprehension of solitude, together with a desire for a certain independence and privacy; a need for security, in health as in sickness, until death.

TRADITION OF BEGGING. The Little Sisters rely on donations for their work and have continued the tradition of “begging.” Why haven’t the Sisters moved to more modern means of raising funds for their important work?

What does “modern” mean? Surely it is a relative term. From the beginning, following Jeanne Jugan’s example, the collecting was the sole means of support. Now and again, legacies were received and gratefully used, but the Little Sisters had no regular income, no “security.” They relied on Providence, on the network of charity of benefactors. The year 1865 saw an attempt to persuade the Congregation to use the “modern” means being made possible through the upsurge of modern capitalism – in other words, to invest the capital sum of legacies, to live on the interest, and thus be financially secure. The suggestion seemed reasonable in a way, but some questioned it, wondering what would become of reliance on God’s Providence. Jeanne was summoned – something without precedent ever since she had been relegated to inactivity – and her advice (the wisdom of the Foundress) prevailed. The decision was made not to accept any sort of regular income. And so it remains. (cf. Humble, so as to Love More, by Paul Milcent, ch. 26)

However, that does not mean that methods have not evolved, although that would take too long to explain. None of our homes remain uncertain of where the next meal will come from, as in the early days! And surely motorized collecting vans, computer lists of benefactors, mail appeals, etc. could, among others, be called using “modern” means! Also insisting that “thank you” letters following each donation received by mail help to maintain a personal contact with our benefactors who are always welcome to visit the home.

We could give the example of how Providence itself keeps up with changing times, so to speak – If, in Jeanne Jugan’s time, respect for the elderly meant clothing the destitute with second hand clothes, although neatly mended and laundered (cf. James Collinson’s painting), that is no longer the case. We are able to provide all that is necessary. In the same way, single rooms have, or are, replacing the former large dormitories where the Residents slept.

VOCATIONS. Do you think the canonization will encourage vocations? And, if yes, how do you think that will happen?
We would hope so! The young women accompanying the delegations, and who already know a little of our work, will have ongoing, first-hand experience of hospitality through the personal interaction they have with the Residents and the assistance they will offer them; as well as through the witness of the Little Sisters’ joy and of their affectionate attention to the Residents. Nevertheless, although we hope vocations will in fact be forthcoming, we do not intend to turn the pilgrimage into a “vocation encounter.”

Perhaps I should also add that, if each Little Sister throughout the world deepens her own love and appreciation of the virtues so dear to Jeanne Jugan, the joy she will radiate around her will attract the young.

NEW PRIORITIES. The road to canonization is a significant undertaking. After the celebration, what are the immediate plans and priorities for the Little Sisters?
I feel that the “plans and priorities” will not necessarily be modified simply by the event of the Canonization. They too have evolved over the years, as called for by changing circumstances – for example, apartments, day centers for the elderly of the neighborhood, accommodation for the clergy, to mention just a few.

I must add though, that it will be necessary to keep a vigilant watch on any proposed changes in the legislation which may tend to undermine the rights of the elderly, and above all, to protect them from any attempts to enforce or encourage laws that will lead to preventing them from ending their life only at its natural term.

Shortly before the Canonization, the General Chapter of the Congregation will take place. During its deliberations, attention will have been given to what might seem to be any new priorities to be pursued at this moment in history. Decisions will be taken collegially, by Little Sisters from the various parts of the world who have experience of any new needs and challenges.

ADDITIONAL COMMENT. Thank you for taking the time to answer these inquiries. Are there any comments that you would like to add?

Thank you to all, especially those in the media, for helping to make Jeanne Jugan known.






Sr. Celine de la Visitation






Supre.gle.
FACT SHEET #5
The Miracle in Nebraska, 1989
Cure of Doctor Edward Erwin Gatz


Doctor Edward Gatz is a retired anesthesiologist who lives in Omaha, Nebraska, in the United States of America. He was born on April 19, 1937 in O’Neill, Nebraska.


In November 1988, at the age of 51, he became aware of an onset of multiple, tiny bumps on the back of his hands, and the skin became unusually thick and coarse. Dr. James Regan, a dermatologist, believed the changes could be “an occult neoplasm” (hidden cancer). Thus, Dr. Gatz considered the possibility that he might have cancer of the transverse colon, as had his mother, who died from it at age 45.


An endoscopy on January 9, 1989, revealed the presence of a large adenocarcinoma in the esophagus, extending into the stomach. The patient was hospitalized at the Mayo Clinic in Rochester, Minnesota. Two days later, on January 18, 1989, Doctor Victor Trastek, a cardiovascular-thoracic surgeon, stated that there was a 50/50 chance of completing the palliative partial esophago-gastrectomy. The final decision would be based upon findings at the time of operation when risk to benefit ratio could be more adequately determined.


Doctor Trastek’s postoperative diagnosis of the surgically removed tumor was reported as a stage 3-b adenocarcinoma with distant metastasis. Subsequently, Doctor Gatz was given the opportunity to have chemotherapy and/or radiation therapy. Each department admitted that their therapy would not be curative alone and/or in combination. Neither department encouraged consideration of the choice(s) in order to “prolong life,” which had been estimated to be six months based on the above diagnosis. [Two and a half years later, doctors at the Mayo Clinic did additional studies on the cancerous tumor and found that it was an aneuploid cell type (“wildest of the wild”). The Omaha physician who requested the study concluded that Doctor Gatz was “lucky” to still be alive. Furthermore, he commented that four months would have been optimistic had they known the cell type was aneuploid.]


On the day that Doctor Gatz’ cancer was diagnosed (January 9, 1989), his wife spoke with a priest, Father Richard D. McGloin, S.J., to tell him about her husband’s illness and to seek some consolation. This priest encouraged Mrs. Gatz to pray with him “every day without fail” to Blessed Jeanne Jugan to intercede for a cure. He gave her the novena prayer to Blessed Jeanne Jugan, whom he knew through the Little Sisters of the Poor, since he had formerly been their chaplain at their Home in Milwaukee, Wisconsin, and whom he held in great respect and veneration.
The promulgation of the decree of the Congregation for the Causes of Saints, authorized by Pope Benedict XVI, acknowledging the miracle through the intercession of Blessed Jeanne Jugan (Sister Mary of the Cross) was signed on December 6, 2008.

FACT SHEET #6
Important dates in the life of Jeanne Jugan

Jeanne Jugan (1792 – 1879) – Sister Mary of the Cross

Foundress of the Congregation of the Little Sisters of the Poor

October 25, 
Birth of Jeanne in Cancale (Ille-et-Vilaine, France). Sixth child
1792 

of Joseph Joucan and Marie Horel.

1816

A mission was preached in Cancale. Jeanne followed the Spiritual 
Exercises in their entirety. Jeanne definitively turns down a marriage proposal from a sailor of Cancale. She tells her mother, “God wants me for himself. He is keeping me for a work which is not known…”
1817 
Jeanne leaves Cancale for Saint Servan to work in Le Rosais Hospital as a nurse’s aide.
1823  

Exhaustion forces her to leave Le Rosais Hospital. She is 
welcomed into the home of Miss Lecoq in Saint Servan, more as a friend than as a maid. Together the two women visit the many poor people in the town.

1839

In agreement with her two companions, Françoise Aubert and 
Virginie Trédaniel, Jeanne takes in a blind and infirm elderly woman named Anne Chauvin. She gives up her own bed and goes up to the attic to sleep. A second person is taken in shortly afterwards.

Virginie Trédaniel and a friend, Marie Jamet, assist Jeanne in her hospitaller work. This is the humble beginning of a great work. Jeanne is 47 years old.

1840

Madeleine Bourges, a sick young working girl, comes to be cared
for by Jeanne. Having recovered, she joins Virginie and Marie.

1841–1842
With the support and advice of the Brothers of St. John of God,
 Jeanne starts collecting.

February 2, 
Requests for admission from the elderly constantly increase. Acquisition

1842 

of the former convent of the Daughters of the Cross in Saint Servan.

May 29, 
Jeanne is elected Superior of the small association. A hospitaller Rule is 
1842 

drawn up. The name “Servants of the Poor” is adopted.

February 4,
The “Servants of the Poor” change their name to “Sisters of the Poor.”

1844
1845

Jeanne is awarded the Montyon Prize by the French Academy on Dec. 11.

1848

The Motherhouse and novitiate are established in Tours.

April 3, 1850
Jeanne founds a house in Angers. The Little Sisters number over 100,
including novices and postulants.
1854

Pontifical approbation of the Institute by Pope Pius IX on July 9.
1856 On January 30, the estate of La Tour in the village of Saint Pern 
(Ille-et-Vilaine) is acquired. The Motherhouse and novitiate move there in early April. Relegated to living among the novices and postulants, she shares their life until her death.

March 1, 
Pope Leo XIII approves the Constitutions of the Congregation, now 
1879 

numbering 2,400 Little Sisters, for a period of seven years.

August 29, 1879
Death of Jeanne Jugan, aged 86, at La Tour Saint Joseph.

FACT SHEET #7
Highlights of the Little Sisters’ early years in America

The first group of Little Sisters destined for America left the motherhouse on August 28, 1868; Jeanne Jugan no doubt helped to see them off. After a long journey by boat they set foot on American soil in Brooklyn, New York, on September 13, 1868. 
Within four years, 13 homes for the aged poor were established in the United States. Here are some highlights of the early years:
Soon after arriving in Brooklyn the Little Sisters received their first donation, a gift of $20.00, from Rev. Isaac Hecker, founder of the Paulists. After welcoming their first Residents, the Sisters wrote back to the motherhouse: “The public appear delighted to see that the Little Sisters of the Poor are willing to work for the poor; that they ask no endowment; that they desire to trust in Providence and in the generosity of the public.”
A second group of Sisters arrived in Cincinnati on October 14, 1868. The arrangements for this house were facilitated by Sarah Worthington Peter, a convert to Catholicism and daughter of an Ohio senator, who visited the motherhouse herself to ask for a foundation in Cincinnati. A Catholic physician who agreed to care for the Residents was so touched after his first consultation that he took off his coat and gave it to one of the old men.
Six days before Christmas in 1868 a third group of Little Sisters arrived in New Orleans. They were thrilled to discover that the house being offered to them by a group of charitable ladies was already named “Home of St. Joseph.” As a show of support, the municipal government paved the street in front of the home and voted an allowance of $1,000 to pay for repairs to the building.
On April 6, 1869 the Little Sisters began their work in Baltimore. The seminary, staffed by French Sulpicians, offered donations of food and their moral support. Bishop Spalding said, “The Little Sisters of the Poor are called to do a great deal of good in America, not only among the poor, but also among the rich; for words no longer suffice – works are necessary.”
From Baltimore the Little Sisters headed west, establishing a house in Saint Louis on May 3, 1869. “What are you going to do in a house where there is nothing?” people asked them. “Wait a few days,” they replied, as they set out to clean and furnish their new home. Observing the Little Sisters, Bishop Ryan commented, “If one builds on holy poverty, Providence cements the building.” The Sisters regularly received help from a steamboat company on the Mississippi who solicited donations from their passengers and set aside leftovers from the dining room, all to the benefit of the aged poor of Saint Louis.
Philadelphia opened its doors to the Little Sisters on August 24, 1869. An act of generosity on the part of a young Philadelphian is particularly touching. Mary Twibill, a young woman of 18, was dying. Her father gave her the choice of having a fine monument made for her grave, or of leaving a sum of money to the poor. “What use will it be to have a beautiful monument after my death?” she asked. “I prefer to give the money to the Little Sisters of the Poor.” And so the Little Sisters received a legacy of $1,000 from Mary Twibill.
Louisville welcomed the Little Sisters just one month later. Bishop MacCloskey gave his assistance by lending them an estate that had been intended for a seminary, arranging the chapel himself and celebrating the Sisters’ first Mass. The Little Sisters wrote back to the motherhouse, “Divine Providence provided according to our needs; within a few days, our house was found furnished with beds, tables, chairs, kitchen utensils and provisions of all kinds. We were quite overcome with gratitude towards the good God, who disposed so well people’s hearts in our favor.”
The Little Sisters arrived in Boston on April 19, 1870. As he witnessed the generosity of the local citizens in helping the Sisters to furnish the two houses given to them, the Superior of the local Jesuit community remarked, “What I admire is that these Sisters are such as people describe them. One sees that they not only have confidence in Providence, but that they have not a doubt of its protection. One sees that they do not calculate, they do not reckon, they do not ask what people will give them for the needs of their poor.
In the spring of 1870, the Little Sisters also opened a home in Cleveland. A good German family provided them with linens, mattresses and all sorts of necessary items, while the bishop, along with a wealthy Protestant, contributed toward the purchase of a suitable property.
The tenth home was established in our Nation’s Capital on February 2, 1871. Together with the St. Vincent de Paul Society, Father Walter, parish priest of St. Patrick’s Church, Washington, D.C., provided the Sisters with a house with carpeted rooms, numerous fire places, plenty of furniture and a well-stocked kitchen. When the Little Sisters removed the carpets, the good priest was edified by their spirit of poverty. The home gained considerable political support and the Little Sisters were authorized to beg for donations in Federal government buildings – an unprecedented privilege.
By the 1950s the Little Sisters of the Poor had 52 homes for the aged across the United States. With the passage of the Life Safety Code and the dawn of nursing home regulations in the 1960s, nearly all the homes had to be replaced. Some were combined, others were closed, but many were rebuilt. Today the Little Sisters have 30 homes for the needy elderly in the United States and one in Canada.

FACT SHEET #8
LAY ASSOCIATES

Association Jeanne Jugan

The sharing of the charism of religious Institutes with the laity opened in 1996. At that time, Pope John Paul II wrote, “a new chapter, rich in hope, in the history of relations between consecrated persons and the laity.”
Approved by the Church on September 5, 1998, the Association Jeanne Jugan offers to lay men and women the opportunity of sharing in the spiritual riches of the Little Sisters of the Poor, of participating in their apostolic mission of hospitality to the aged poor, and of helping to spread the charism of Jeanne Jugan in the milieus where they live and work.

Jeanne Jugan envisioned hospitality as a humble fraternal service uniting in one family the Little Sisters, the elderly and lay collaborators who wish to serve Jesus Christ in the person of their elderly brothers and sisters. The Association is a contemporary response to this prophetic vision of Jeanne Jugan.

Spirit

The members of the Association share in the spirit and charism of Jeanne Jugan, which is that of the Beatitudes: a spirit of gentleness and humility, lived in joyful and selfless service to the elderly, in whom they recognize the person of Jesus Christ. Each member of the Association is called to develop personally the spiritual attitudes which Jeanne Jugan lived:


(
lively faith and confidence in Divine Providence;


(
a personal love for Christ, recognized in the aged poor;


(
self-forgetfulness, joy and a spirit of praise.

Mission

Association Jeanne Jugan members participate in the apostolic mission confided by the Church to the Little Sisters of the Poor, that of hospitality to the aged poor. Each member offers the type of commitment and collaboration to which he/she feels called, according to his/her abilities, interests and family and professional obligations.

Membership

The Association Jeanne Jugan is open to Catholic men and women of at least eighteen years of age who wish to give greater vitality to their Christian faith and to participate in the apostolic mission of the Little Sisters of the Poor. Following an introductory period and a time of initial formation, membership in the Association is sealed by an annual promise.

 FACT SHEET # 9
Jeanne Jugan: In the words of a Saint
There is no better way to sum up Jeanne Jugan’s spirituality than in her own words and sayings:

“God wants me for himself, he is keeping me for a work which is not yet founded.”

“It is a great grace that God has given you in calling you to serve the poor.”

“If God is with us, it will be accomplished.”

“Little, very little, be very little before God.”

“My good Jesus, I have only you.”

“Making the elderly happy – that is what counts!”

“My little ones, we should always be cheerful, for our old people do not like long faces.”

“It is so good to be poor, to have nothing, to depend on God for everything.”

“Refuse God nothing … We must do all through love.”

“We were grafted into the Cross.”

“Jesus is waiting for you in the chapel. Go and find him when your strength and patience are giving out, when you feel lonely and helpless. Say to him: ‘You know well what is happening, my dear Jesus. I have only you. Come to my aid ...’ And then go your way. And don’t worry about knowing how you are going to manage. It is enough to have told our good Lord. He has an excellent memory.”

“Refuse God nothing. Accustom yourselves to do everything for him ... Let us love him very much, that is all that is necessary.”

“My little ones, never forget that the poor are Our Lord; in caring for the poor say to yourself: This is for my Jesus – what a great grace!”

“Knock at the gate of heaven for souls.”

“Give us the house – if God fills it, God will not abandon it!”

“We must always say: ‘Blessed be God. Thank you, my God. Glory be to God.’”

“God has blessed me because I have always greatly thanked his Providence.”
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