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This year on May 13 we will be celebrating the 
100th anniversary of the appearance of Our Lady of 
Fatima to three shepherd children – Lucia, Jacinta 
and Francisco. During her reportedly six apparitions 
to the children, she asked them to pray the rosary 
daily “to bring peace to the world and an end to the 
war.” She also urged them to pray and make sacrifices 
for sinners, “as many souls perish in hell because 
nobody is praying or making sacrifices for them.” At 
Fatima, Pope John Paul II said on May 13, 1982: “the 
message of Fatima is more relevant and more urgent” 
than when Our Lady first appeared.

Here at Holy Family Home, our elderly Residents 
are not able to do much physical work. However, there 
is one very important function that they are still able 
to do which benefits so many others – they can pray. 

They have the time, they have 
the ability, and they have the 
devotion. They participate in 
daily Mass, weekly adoration, 
and every day they pray the 
Rosary together, for their 
needs, for your intentions, for 
vocations, and for peace.

In celebration of this 
anniversary, this year we make 
our annual novena to Our Lady 

of Fatima for you and your intentions. Through her 
intercession, may she bring peace to each one of us, to 
the world, and to the poor souls in purgatory. 

We continue to pray to St. Joseph for his continued 
help and protection for our Home and Congregation.

Praying the Rosary
100th anniversary of Our Lady of Fatima

SAVE THE DATE
Dinner at TECA 
Wednesday, April 26 
11:30 a.m.-10:00 p.m. 
191 S. Newtown St. Rd. 
Newtown Square, PA 
(484) 420-4010           

Pot of Gold              
September 10, 2017               
Drexelbrook, Drexel Hill

Novena to 
Our Lady 
of Fatima 
for you 
and your 
intentions - 
May 4 - 12

Association Jeanne Jugan members held an American Bandstand theme 
event for the Residents, complete with  poodle skirts, lively 50s music, 
jitterbug contest, and performances by Kathi’s Dance Studio students.

Sisters, Residents, and staff marked the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity 
by attending a prayer service, led by Father James Sullivan, chaplain, 
and Reverend Clarence Tucker, who is our housekeeping supervisor. 
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introduce them to us and our work. John and 
Bernadette Heenan, longtime donors since 
1990, were the first to host such an event. 
From that get-together, one of our donors, 
Karl and Mary Jo Gimber, made a large gift 
donation that covered the cost of replacing one 
of our elevators! Friends of the Heenans, Bob 
and Barbara Scanlan, volunteered and recently 
hosted the second meet and greet, where again 
we met such warm and giving people. 

A number of our donors came to know about 

Holy Family Home through their parishes. Ken 
Margolis became a donor in 2000 after hearing 
his pastor, Father Joseph McGeown, talk about 
the Little Sisters of the Poor and then meeting 
them during their annual church collections. 
For a number of years he contributed around 
$500-1,000 annually. Then in 2012 he and one 
of his sons attended an event at the Home and 
were amazed to see how happy the Residents 
looked to be there. Ken and his wife Debra 
decided to significantly increase their giving 
level to fund our activities department. From 
their experience with looking for places for 
their parents, the Margolis’ had become aware 
of how difficult and unpleasant the search is. 
This has moved them to help in particular the 
marginalized, whose options are very limited, 
so that they can live out the rest of their lives 
still being entertained, stimulated, and engaged 
through activities. Ken says they support Holy 
Family Home because “we believe in the 
people running the place, that they are using 
our funds for the purposes intended, and that 
the Residents are getting good care and being 
treated like human beings.”

We appreciate the trust you all place in us as 
with your help we provide loving care together 
to our elderly brothers and sisters in Christ.

With grateful thanks to Today’s Graphics, 
Inc., for its generous printing of this newsletter. 

We are most grateful to all of you, our 
benefactors, for your on-going support of the 
work of the Little Sisters of the Poor. Some 
of you are long-time donors, while others are 
new supporters. Many of you send money for 
our operations, while others support us by 
donating goods and services.

Mike Cusumano of Main Street Graphics 
came to know the Little Sisters of the Poor 
about five years ago, when another printer 
who helps the Home sent Sr. Veronica, our 
begging sister, to meet him. Since that visit, 
Mike has been donating all the envelopes we 
need for our mailings and also takes care of 
the printing on them. “It’s such a pleasure to 
help out the Little Sisters and I’m glad I can 
afford to give back,” he says. His business 
started in his backyard and now he has 12-
15 employees. Coincidentally, he finds that 
whenever he helps the Sisters, his business  
suddenly becomes even busier with work!

A new way that some of our benefactors 
have been helping us is by hosting a get 
together at their home. We invite some of 
our donors to meet and thank them, and the 
hosts invite some of their friends and family to 

Loving Support 
of Our Donors
Enables Loving Care

Novena Prayer to 
Our Lady of Fatima 

Barbara Scanlan (back row, second from right) visits Holy Family Home for the first time, after hosting a get 
together at her home. Her friend Maureen Hickey and Maureen’s mother also came for lunch and a tour.

  Memorare

Remember, O most compassionate 
Virgin Mary, that never was it known 
that anyone who fled to your protection, 
implored your assistance, or sought your 
intercession, was left unaided. Inspired 
with this confidence, we fly unto you, 
O Virgin of Virgins, our Mother; to you 
we come; before you we kneel, sinful 
and sorrowful. O Mother of the Word 
Incarnate, despise not our petitions, but 
in your clemency hear and answer them. 
Amen. 

Our Lady of Fatima, pray for us.            
Mary, Queen of Peace, pray for us.



By Father James Sullivan, Chaplain

No one needs to tell us we live in troubled times. We 
lack peace! One hundred years ago the world was in a 
similar situation. The first world war was in its third year. 
The “war to end all wars” did the opposite. It brought on 
a more brutal future war and greatly wounded the hearts 
and minds of many. Society moved further away from 
God and people became more alienated from each other. 
It was at this time that Our Lady of Fatima appeared to 
three children and revealed a divine plan that if followed 
would restore, renew and elevate the human condition. I 
would recommend “Fatima for Today,” by Father Andrew 
Aposoli, CFR, to anyone who wishes to understand the 
Fatima message and how it can transform our lives and 
change the world. The Fatima message is a message of 
hope. It is also a call to conversion, communion and 
conviction. St. Augustine reminds us that “we are the 
times” – for the times to change, we must change.

Conversion is a matter of the heart whereby a person 
with the grace of God turns away from sin and lives the 
Gospel. This leads to communion with God and others. 
By prayers of adoration and reparation we unite ourselves 
to God who loves us. By our prayers of intercession we 
show our love for others who like us are in need of God’s 
mercy. Finally, this is based on the conviction that God’s 
mercy is greater than any sin, and Jesus Christ is the 
Lamb of God who grants us peace.

A popular chant during the Vietnam War era was “all 
we are saying is give peace a chance.” 50 years before at 
Fatima, Mary showed us the way. Now, a hundred years 
later, we need to listen to our Mother. 

During our daily rosary at Holy Family Home we will 
remember you and ask our Mother to show us all the 
way to peace. God bless you.

  Many of our Residents have a great 
devotion to our Blessed Mother.

Agnes M. always had a devotion to 
Our Lady of Fatima. She was so inspired 
by the story of our Mother appearing to 
the three children and she has tried to 
follow her message of saying the rosary, 
doing penance, and making sacrifices. 
She used to attend the Blue Army rosary. 
Now she joins other Residents in the 
chapel to say the rosary and has EWTN 
on for Mother Angelica’s rosary show.

David M. says that Mary came to 
his rescue and brought him back to the 
Catholic church, which he had left after 
high school. About 20 years later, he 
saw an ad in the Bulletin for a bus trip to 
Bayside, NY, where there was a Marian 
shrine known for healing and 
conversion. That night, he 
had a strong urge to pray the 
rosary, which he did, using his 
fingers. Soon after he went to 
confession and started going to 
Mass. “I am now devoted to the 
rosary.  It is a powerful prayer!”

Sandra L. was President of 
the Legion of Mary at Most 

Blessed Sacrament parish. The group 
would meet weekly, visit people in the 
neighborhood, talk to them about Mary 
and pray the rosary. Sandra’s devotion 
to Mary began as a child, when her 
grandmother taught her to “go to Mary 
for anything you want to ask the Lord 
and she will intercede for you.” 

When Marguerite C. was asked about 
her devotion to Mary, she immediately 
pulled out a rosary case with the image 
of Our Lady of Fatima on it. She used 
to belong to the Sodality at Our Lady of 
Sorrows parish, where wearing her blue 
cape she would join them on Tuesday 
evenings to say the litany and the 
rosary. “Many came to pray, even non-
Catholics, for an end to the war,” she 

remembers. 

Bridie M. grew up 
saying the rosary with her 
family every night and 
visiting the Our Lady of 
Knock Shrine. One phrase 
from her childhood that 
has stayed with her is, 
“Mary will take care of 
it.” And so she does.

Our Residents’ Love for Mary

A Mother’s Plea    

Sandra L., David M, and Marguerite C. enjoy 
a performance of “Ave Maria,” played by Sr. 
Mary Gerard, a Little Sister of the Poor novice. 

With their rosaries are Agnes M, Irish 
Connemara marble; Sr. Mary Jo, Ecuadorian 
wood; and Bridie M., purple Lenten rosary.

David M. 
says, “I 
am now 
devoted to 
the rosary. It 
is a powerful 
prayer!”

Below: Our chaplain, Father James Sullivan, administered 
the sacrament of the anointing of the sick to our Residents 
on February 11, the feast of Our Lady of Lourdes.

HOLY FAMILY HOME
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Ways to Help

Our Needs

Here are some ways in which you can help us:

- Checks or credit card donations.

- Capital support - Make a gift towards our
capital projects (see below).

- Donate a Tribute Brick in someone’s name.

- Matching gifts – Your employer’s generous
employee benefit can help double your gift to us!

- Memorials – In lieu of flowers, please have
gifts made to Holy Family Home in memory or in 
honor of a relative or friend. 

- United Way – Our SE PA UWay # is 00307.

- Planned gifts – Please remember us in your
will and estate planning (see enclosed card), so 
that many Residents in the future can be cared for. 

- Pray for us, for the needs of our Residents and
the Home, and for vocations to our Congregation.

Our staff and advisory board have put together a 
five-year capital needs plan and we are astonished 
at how much work needs to be done, primarily 
because of the age of our building, which was 
constructed 45 years ago, in 1972.  For this year 
we have the following work planned:

A big project will be repairing and expanding 
our parking lot, at an estimated cost of $200,000. 
More staff drive to work and more apartment 
Residents have cars, so we need to widen and 
reconfigure our lot to allow for extra spaces. 

We are also planning to renovate each of our 
Resident floors, starting first with the fourth 
floor Personal Care unit. The project will include 
painting the hallways and dining room, upgrading 
the lighting to LED lights, and replacing the soil 
line (the pipes are aging and starting to leak). The 
other floors will be done in later years.

There are several worn metal doors that need to 
be replaced, for fire safety and security purposes.

The outdoor lighting needs to be upgraded to 
more cost efficient LED lights.

In addition to our capital needs, we have to raise 
almost $3,000,000 to cover our annual operating 
deficit. As you can see, your generous help is 
greatly needed and appreciated! Thank you!

Dear Friends, 

This year we celebrate the 100th 
anniversary of the apparitions of Fatima. 
Our Blessed Mother appeared to three 
children, asking them to pray the Rosary 
and do penance. St. Jeanne Jugan, whose 
religious name was Mary of the Cross, did 
not know the message of Fatima, yet her 
words and examples were filled with it.

Mary invites us to conversion, to return 
to God through prayer, and especially by 
the recitation of the rosary. This simple 
and profound devotion transformed 
the life of our Mother Foundress who, 
through continual meditation of the 
rosary, penetrated the secrets of the Heart 
of Jesus and Mary, for to come to the 
Heart of Mary is to come to Jesus. How 
St. Jeanne Jugan loved the prayer of the 
rosary! It has been said that the only 
object to which she was attached was her 
rosary. She would often say, “The Hail 
Mary will take us to Heaven!”

St. Jeanne Jugan’s devotion to our 
Blessed Mother was such that at her death 
bed she prayed, “O Mary, you know you 
are my mother, do not forsake me!” And 
before taking her last breath, “O Mary, 
my dear mother, come to me. You know I 
love you and how I long to see you!”

During this year in honor of Our Lady 
of Fatima we will be thanking God for 
each of you and your goodness to the 
elderly, who the majority of them pray 
the rosary. May God bless you and your 
loved ones. 

Gratefully,

Mother Catherine 
Superior

Mary Invites Us 
to Conversion

Visit us at www.littlesistersof the poorphiladelphia.org

Carmellia N. and “Buzzy” M. welcome Sr. 
Zenaida to our home. Sister is supervisor of the 
Personal Care unit, which we hope to renovate.

Sr. Bernadette watches Robert, one of our 
cooks, use the new steamer and kettle that were 
purchased with the help of your donations.

Don, plant operations supervisor, shows Brian, 
housekeeping floorman, part of the parking 
lot that needs to be repaired and expanded.


